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In a piece such as this, in which each part usually enters independently, it is difficult to notate
dynamics, especially since a lot of them are written into the piece, created by the voicings. I have
tried to indicate areas where changes in dynamic levels are needed, but rather than follow them
strictly, it would be better to let the conductor determine the parameters and pace of changes. In
all cases, a gradual change from one level to another is preferred, rather than abrupt changes.

I have put in performance instructions to help guide the soloist. The chorus should sing purely
throughout.



The Crane Dance

Terpsichore summons me to sing for the white-robed Ehpi me Terpsihkhora kalih,
women of Knossos, and the city rejoices greatly. kala wehroi aisom enan,
Knossihois leukopeplus,
mega d’ehmes gegathe polis.
Corinna

The choir is sacred. Ho khoros hosios.
Euripides, Trojan Women (Troyadeez)

Let the holy step of the foot be flung high. Riptestho podos hiera Basis
Anon., Greek Lyric, V

I thrill with the rapture of this mystic rite. Efriks' eroti tude mustiku telus.
Aeschylus, Fragment, Aeschylus II

Now advance Horma, khore;

in the whirling, twirling dance, kufa posin ag'es kuklon,

with hand linked in hand, as we deftly trip along, kheri sunapte khera, hruthmon
keeping time to the cadence of the swiftly-flowing khoreas hupageh pasa,

song. baineh karpalimoin podoin.

Aristophanes, Thesmophoriazusae

Oh my sisters! Ho kasignetai!
y gnet
ancient Greek

The vowels and consonants in the transliterated Greek should be sung as in Italian. In the chorus, each part usually only
sings one syllable of a word, with entries staggered so that the entire word is sung. I have used hyphens and punctuation
to indicate these "orphan" syllables (i.e. for the word "Terpsihkhora,” "Ter-," is the first syllable; "—psih—," is the second; "-
kho—," is the third; and "-ra." is the fourth). In situations where the chorus part is duplicating the solo and sustaining the
tone, the final consonant is dropped, so that it doesn't intrude into the sound.

Where there are no lyrics, everybody should sing the same vowel. A series of vowels can be decided on, so that the
whole piece isn't sung using only one vowel sound. Each note should be held for its entirety with entries clearly
articulated, so that the rhythm and pulse of the piece is evident.

All translations are by Mary Jane Leach.
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